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(to be completed and kept up to date by ST )
Business and Economics Education
Date of meeting = 26/4/09 


Topic for the week - IN CLASS GROUPING OF STUDENTS 

Points for the discussion
· what kinds of in-class groupings are there? ( pairs, friendship groups, mixed 'ability', gender, language, supportive, random)

· which groupings are appropriate for specific activities?

· How often should you change groupings?

· Is there a school and department grouping policy?

· What information do you need to inform grouping students?

What characterises effective practice? What should we strive for?
· students regularly working with and supporting different peers

· groupings change to enhance that specific learning activity

· students don't complain about not sitting with friends
· students appreciate that different peers have different things to offer

· improved team working skills

· achievement of planned learning outcomes

What issues arise? What do we need to keep monitoring and working towards?
· how do we involve all pupils in the group?

· how do we keep a record of what groupings we've done and what works?

· can we share grouping across departments
· How do we know a group work activity was effective? 

· '(s) smells, I'm not working with her/him.


Signed (ST)

Signed (ST) 



Signed (SM)
Review of the previous week 


Issues raised - Focused on what I do well! My strengths. Discussed the key issue of targeting questions and wait time.








Action to be taken - where I have opportunities to observe other teachers, take note of their questioning techniques. Think carefully of my own techniques. Build in a little more wait time.


Be aware that knowing my strengths is as important as knowing my areas for development.








Summary of the meeting


We focused on my year 10 class as that's the one I've experimented most with. Which pupils ought not to be put together and why? How often we should use groups. We thought about different activities that come up later in the term and what groupings might or might not work.


We talked about putting STs in unfamiliar groups to improve their social skills which I thought was interesting as they'd need to do this in the work place.


We talked about any group work issues in Class 21B since it would be hard to re-arrange furniture. I later talked to the other STs in Music and English about how much they used group work. 


I think this is yet another area that appears simple but the more you think about it the more complex it gets!


























