Witchcraft in the Middle Ages

· In the Middle Ages witchcraft was feared throughout Europe.

· People believed that magic was an illusion created by the devil – associated with worship of the devil.

· People thought that witches caused harm to society by causing accidents, bad luck, illnesses or death – witches got blamed if someone became ill of unknown causes.

· Witchcraft was hated mostly by Christians and their church – they considered them as evil.

· They believed that witches were connected to the devil.

· The Christian Church started a campaign to get rid of these so called witches and started the ‘witch hunt’ – it lasted for over 75 years.

· The witches went on trial for heresy (rejection of the church) and witchcraft.

· If the witches were found guilty they were burned at the stake other punishments were banishment, imprisonment, mutilation and execution.

· Nearly everyone accused was tortured and beaten until they confessed.

· Many people gave their lives to false confession.

· About 80% of people accused were women – it was thought at the time that the devil succumbed people who were not strong enough to resist him and women were considered to be weaker than men.

· Joan of Arc was a witch burned at the stake. 

