Cameos

Trainee

The trainee was in his third term of a one-year PGCE ICT course.  He had graduated the previous year having attended university straight after leaving school, and thus did not have industrial experience in the IT industry, apart from doing part time jobs.  He was therefore entering the teaching profession with limited experience and maturity although he had already made great strides in his development as a teacher particularly during the second term of his PGCE year.

The trainee was in his second placement in a large Inner London comprehensive secondary school.  From his assessment at the end of his first placement it was recognised that he should generally be looking to make improvements in differentiation of his teaching within the class and also exploring different classroom management techniques. The trainee had recognised the improvements that were necessary, and made these successfully during the first term of his Phase B placement, with the help of effective mentoring from the ICT Head of Department.  He was close to completing his PGCE course with higher than average achievement of QTS standards.  His targets for development were focused on formative assessment and questioning techniques. 

Class

The Year 10 class was following a GCSE single award course and consisted of 27 pupils, although not all 27 pupils attended the lesson that was filmed. The class was of mixed ability, but behaviour of the class was above average as most students in the class always showed respect towards their teacher. Students that were behind with their work were trying to catch up by doing their work from home and also by attending after school clubs. Two students were recognised as having special educational needs. 

