


Mark Lefoe (Black civil rights campaigner)


You are a 24 year old black law student who has been a member of the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People) for a number of years and believe that the time has come for black people to gain civil rights in America. 





You have changed your mind about the action which needs to be taken to achieve these rights. You firstly supported changing the law to get rights. However in recent years you have seen how southern whites and politicians have blocked black civil rights despite law changes.





You have now come to believe that only by highlighting the injustices, to Americans and the wider world, can blacks hope to achieve civil rights. In this way you have become a great believer in the need for active peaceful protests which have wide media coverage to show the problems still facing black people. Indeed you have organised peaceful boycotts to stop black people using segregated buses and restaurants, and organised ‘sit ins’ by refusing to leave segregated areas in the south. You believe that these actions will help highlight the injustices done to black people, and speed up the process of ending discrimination across America and guaranteeing civil rights. In your eyes this peaceful movement will show the problems faced by black people and put a stop the violence and discrimination black people face





Andrew Clifford [Northern Senator (Politician)]


You are a 54 year old politician who has held the seat for New York for a number of years. You have always had fairly tolerant political views which have meant you have stood up for various minority groups in your state. You thus believe that the unfairness and racial discrimination shown in many southern towns do not support the idea that ‘all men are created equal’





For years you have seen the injustices which Black people in America have faced since the abolition of slavery. You believe that the segregation and discrimination which takes place in the south can only be solved by changing the laws to give black people equal rights and freedoms. Indeed national government needs to force the southern states to treat all men as equal regardless of their colour. You believe that the only changes which can guarantee civil rights for the blacks are those which see changes in the law. You propose to introduce new laws into Congress which will protect Black people by changing the United States Constitution.








Your teacher will give you a character. It is your job to design a short speech by your character on:


‘How to gain civil rights for black people’





George White [Black activist]


You are a 27 year old black man from Harlem in New York. You believe that the history of America has shown the discrimination and prejudice facing black people.  In your eyes violence has been used against black people for far too long and it is time for black people to stand up for themselves and fight back. You think black people can only be free by using violence against violence. You strongly believe that the actions of the KKK show that black people need to defend themselves with violence. 





Indeed you believe that law changes will not help black people, as shown by the problems that still existed after the abolition of slavery. Black people will still face white violence and they need to react violently to defend themselves and show white Americans that black people are not inferior or easy targets. This is the only way forward as peaceful demonstrations and law changes have not improved things for black people for the last 100 years. ‘Pick up the gun’ and fight for your rights is your saying. 








