Summary Sheet

Topic: THE 14-19 CURRICULUM
Aims

· To become familiar with the National Qualifications Framework

· To become familiar with the implications of the Tomlinson Report and the government’s response to it in their White Paper.
· To develop an understanding of the 3 pathways ie academic, vocational and occupational.

· To develop an understanding of how these 3 pathways relate to one another

Background for teacher responsible for initial teacher education
The Government published its 14-19 Education and Skills White Paper on 23 February 2005. The White Paper builds on the Tomlinson report published on 18 October 2004, and aims to respond to the challenge - how to fulfil the needs and aspirations of every young person - set out in the Tomlinson report.  
Key points for discussion

· Tomlinson Report – the government’s response and the implications for schools.

· What do you feel has brought about the suggested changes for the post 16 curriculum?

· How might Work Related Learning link to the post 16 curriculum? (www.qca.org.uk/ages14-19)

Key resources to support delivery of the session
Activity 1 Two different strategies for reform

Activity 2  National Qualifications Framework equivalence table

Activity 3  Vocational and pre-vocational education

Other important information relating to this theme

As this topic is likely to undergo much change within 2005-6 the working group hopes to be able to update during the year.
Activities: Pre-session

It would be helpful, but not essential, if trainees could read the handout for activity 1 in advance.
Activities: During the Session

1. Look at Activity 1. 
· Read the summary of the Tomlinson report below and discuss your views on these proposals with a colleague or within the whole group.

· Now read the short summary of changes likely to be made as a result of the White Paper.

· What is different? What views do you have about each and particularly the government strategy likely to be implemented in the coming years?

2. Look at Activity 2. Where do you see the proposed system in the White Paper fitting into the current National Qualifications Framework? 
3. Look at Activity 3. Select at the subject/grades relevant to you. What are the implications for your subject. 

4. Looking at a syllabus for your subject area, identify areas, tasks etc where Key Skills could be obtained. (this could be continued for a post session activity.)
Key readings

Abbot and Huddleston (2004) “Curriculum 14-19” in Brooks V, Abbot I and Bills L; Preparing to Teach in Secondary Schools pp241-253
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Philips, G and Pound, T (2003) The Baccalaureate. London: Kogan Page

Key websites

www.dfes.gov.uk/14-19
BTs should now be familiar with the QCA and DFES websites. Both have links to the 14-19 reforms.

www.vocationallearning.org.uk
This site offers advice on procedures, resources and publications to aid understanding of vocational courses.

www.lsda.org.uk
Standards

2.1d  ..and post-16, they are aware of the pathways for progression through the 14-19 phase in school, college and work-based settings. They are familiar with the Key Skills as specified by QCA and the National Qualifications Framework, and they know the progression within and from their own subject and the range of qualifications to which their subject contributes.
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