Background knowledge 
Definition of Special Educational Needs

Children have special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.

Children have a learning difficulty if they:

a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age; or

(b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the area of the local education authority

(c) are under compulsory school age and fall within the definition at (a) or (b) above or would so do if special educational provision was not made for them.

Children must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or form of language of their home is different from the language in which they will be taught.

Special educational provision means:

(a) for children of two or over, educational provision which is additional to, or otherwise different from, the educational provision made generally for children of their age in schools maintained by the LEA, other than special schools, in the area
(b) for children under two, educational provision of any kind.
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Definition of disability

Definitions in the Children Act 1989 and the Disability Discrimination Act 1995
A child is disabled if he is blind, deaf or dumb or suffers from a mental disorder of any kind or is substantially and permanently handicapped by illness, injury or congenital deformity or such other disability as may be prescribed.

Section 17(11) Children Act 1989

A person has a disability for the purposes of this Act if he has a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long term adverse effect on his ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.

Section 1 (11) Disability Discrimination Act 1995

A child may fall within one or more of the definitions. The SEN Code helps early education settings, schools and LEAs meet their responsibilities for children with SEN.

Code of Practice November 2001 Chapter 1 Para 1.4

SEN Code of Practice

Fundamental Principles


The detailed guidance in the Code is informed by these general principles and should be read with them clearly in mind:

· a child with SEN should have their needs met

· the SEN of children will normally be met in mainstream schools or early education settings

· the views of the child should be sought and taken into account

· parents have a vital role to play in supporting their child’s education

· children with SEN should be offered full access to a broad, balanced and relevant education, including an appropriate curriculum for the foundation stage and the National Curriculum.
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Managing Individual Education Plans (IEP)
What is an IEP?

· The IEP is a planning, teaching and reviewing tool

· The IEP should underpin the process of planning intervention for the individual pupil with SEN

· IEPs should be teaching and learning plans setting out:

           “what” should be taught

           “how” it should be taught and

           “how often” particular knowledge, understanding  and skills through additional or different activities from those provided for all pupils through the differentiated curriculum

· The IEP is the structured planning documentation of the differentiated steps and teaching requirements needed to help the student achieve identified targets

· The IEP is a working document for all teaching staff

· The IEP must be accessible and understandable to all concerned
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Managing individual education plans

What should be included in an IEP?

IEPs should focus on up to three or four key individual targets and should include information about:
· The short term targets set for or by the pupil

· The teaching strategies to be used

· The provision to be put in place

· When the plan is to be reviewed

· Success and/or exit criteria

· Outcomes (to be recorded when IEP is reviewed) 
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Classroom Action

Classroom action to meet pupils’ SEN tends to fall within four broad strands:

· Assessment, planning and review (where to find relevant information about pupils and what it means e.g. RA)

· Grouping for teaching purposes  (e.g. by gender, ability, age)

· Additional human resources (TA, parents, peers)

· Curriculum and teaching methods (for most pupils, extra help will be provided within the classroom managed by the subject teacher. Where it involves spending some time outside the ordinary classroom, it will nonetheless be in the context of the inclusive curriculum. With regard to teaching methods seek advice from a specific subject teacher.)
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