INCLUSION: EAL

Background information for trainees
Definitions:

EMA(G)
Ethnic Minority Achievement (Grant): the government fund which pays for additional staff to support bilingual learners.

Bilingual
A pupil who has access to two 

Learner
or more languages. The term does not imply fluency in either language

TESOL:
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages

ESL:
English as a Second Language

 
(now outdated as it does not recognise the multi-lingual abilities of many pupils – included as it will be seen in older documents) 
What does ‘EAL’ mean?
‘The term EAL means ‘English as an Additional Language. It is used when referring to pupils whose main language at home (mother tongue) is a language other than English. The child may have recently arrived in the country and know hardly any English, could well know some English, or may know a lot of English and will probably have been born in the UK.’

It is important to know the educational and linguistic background of the students in your classes. Prior educational experience together with being literate in the mother tongue will enable pupils to transfer their knowledge of language and learning to make rapid progress in the English Language, in the majority of cases. 
The OFSTED report “Managing support for the attainment of pupils from ethnic minority groups” (October 2001)
identifies factors that enable bilingual learners to develop their English successfully:

· joint planning between mainstream and specialist ethnic minority achievement (EMA) staff;

· a focus on the content of the lesson, ensuring appropriate cognitive challenge;

· a parallel focus on the language necessary to complete the task;

· opportunities to use and build on their first language skills, where appropriate;

· continuing support with writing through, for example, the use of matrices for organising information and writing frames for more extended contributions.
Working Effectively with Other Adults in the Classroom

Discuss:
i) What sort of support do you expect from EMA teachers and TAs?

ii) What are the difficulties connected with planning with an EMA teacher or Teaching Assistant?

iii) What are the benefits of being able to plan with the support person?

