Inclusion: Working with pupils for whom English is an Additional Language  (EAL)

Background information for the teacher in charge of initial teacher education.

All teachers, especially those working in an urban context, need to be aware of the issues for pupils with English as an additional language (EAL). It is important in any institution, whether there is a high or low percentage of bilingual pupils, for teachers to be aware of the language learning needs of those pupils. 

Institutional Considerations are:

· How the school celebrates linguistic and cultural diversity

· How this is reflected in the School development plan and policy documents

· How the Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant [EMAG] is used and how support teachers are deployed

· How teaching in the school addresses the learning needs of bilingual pupils

· The range of linguistic and cultural backgrounds reflected in the teaching and non-teaching staff in the school

· How parents/carers are involved, and the use of interpreters and translated materials

Teacher Attitudes

Trainees should engage in critical self reflection on their individual knowledge and use of language in order to inform their teaching and learning approaches, as teacher attitudes towards bilingual learners can affect the success and achievement of this group of pupils. This is made explicit in the pre-session task and opening activity. 

It is fundamental for trainees to understand that EAL is NOT a special educational need (SEN), although obviously some bilingual learners will have SEN. Thus, whilst meeting the needs of bilingual pupils will necessitate careful curriculum planning and additional resources, the fact of being a beginner in English should not be viewed as an inability to be able to learn. BTs are encouraged to take note of the progress of beginner bilinguals in subjects such as Maths where pupils can show their abilities irrespective of their competence in the English Language.

A key learning point for trainees will be how to work effectively with other adults in the classroom, whether teachers or teaching assistants. Not only is this important to model positive, respectful relationships, making effective use of the expertise available within the classroom, but also as it features in many of the Standards and is a key criteria for success according to OFSTED.

Teacher Knowledge – trainees should:

· inform themselves about all pupils’ prior learning, experiences and achievements, and in particular for bilingual learners their knowledge and use of their first language, English and any additional languages.

· know what the many acronyms used in the education of bilingual learners mean (crib sheet included in the resources)

· be made aware of the differing needs of pupils who have had no prior education; those who are literate in first language and those who were born in the UK and have been through primary schooling.
· Learn that bilingual learners are categorised into 4 ‘Stages of English Language development: 1= beginner; 2 – post beginner; 3= intermediate [many secondary pupils are on this ‘plateau’] and 4 = full fluency

· recognise the importance of bilingual learners gaining access to  the many different forms of English that are used in the mainstream classroom

· make themselves aware of and use the diversity of linguistic and cultural knowledge and experience that bilingual pupils bring

· be aware that no specific curriculum exists for EAL- it is language across the curriculum and therefore is every teacher’s responsibility to teach the vocabulary and writing styles associated with her/his subject area. Useful web links for this purpose are provided, and facilitators can direct the trainees to the ‘Access and Engagement’ materials within each subject area of the KS3 Strategy resources.

· be told explicitly who they can go to for help in this area within the school and in the borough.

Suggested Reading for Students interested in this area:

‘Knowledge, power and identity in teaching English as a Second Language’ by Jim Cummins in Educating Second Language Children by Fred Genesee (editor) Cambridge Language Education
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