Summary Sheet

Topic: INCLUSION: EAL
Aims

To explore issues around working with pupils for whom English is an additional language from the perspective of individual knowledge and experience, learner and teacher.

Objectives

1. To link language education with individual and group linguistic diversity and knowledge about language

2. To examine the experience of learning in a different language.

3. To examine teaching strategies and working with a pupil`s first language

4. To consider the implications for teachers` planning
Background for teacher responsible for initial teacher education

See separate sheet of background notes
Key resources to support delivery of the session

Background notes for teacher
Background information for trainees
Colouring by Numbers documents numbered 2 to 6:
2. The picture to colour

3. Key to colours

4. The answer 

5. What did you discover from doing the task?

6. Thoughts on the exercise.

Information and research case studies
1. EAL Case Studies from a north London school

2. EAL Classroom Activities for beginners

3. EAL Information on non English scripts  - Reading and writing

4. EAL Learning a Second language – Suggestions from research

Teaching and learning strategies handouts: (NB some of these may be difficult to download)
1. EAL DARTs Reading strategies

2. EAL Stages of English for planning information to staff

3. EAL Classrom Activities for Beginners

4. EAL Learning environment checklist

5. EAL Planning opportunities for Speaking and Listening

6. EAL Planning opportunities to develop reading skills

7. EAL Planning opportunities to develop writing skills

8. EAL What an EAL pupil needs to learn effectively

9. EAL Worksheet on listening and speaking strategies

10. EAL Handout on Advice for effective teaching.
Video clip task (if video is available. If not this activity can be omitted) 
Background for the trainee 
See sheet ‘Background information for trainees’
Other important information relating to this theme

Acknowledgements: Thanks to Nick Brown, EMA Consultant, Tower Hamlets & Catharine Driver, EMA Co-ordinator, South Camden Community School for their help in providing materials and advice for this session

Activities: Pre-session - Reflections on linguistic and cultural diversity

Use the questions below to ask trainees to reflect on their own linguistic and cultural experiences and knowledge.

1. What languages and varieties of English have you used in your life? What do you feel about each of these? Which is closest to your personal identity and why?

2. Where are these languages and varieties normally spoken? Who normally uses them? Are they used differently in different contexts or with different groups of people? How do they relate to different cultures?

3. Are there any times in your life when you have become very aware of your language use? Why was this? How did this affect you?

4. How do you think your linguistic and cultural knowledge and experiences relate to your future role as a teacher?

Activities: During the Session

	Teaching Approaches
	Student Activities
	Learning Focus
	Resources

	Encourage trainees to share the notes they have made in response to the prompt questions from the pre session task.

(10 minutes)
	Trainees to discuss their own linguistic and cultural diversity.
	Continuing the process of eliciting implicit knowledge and experience of linguistic and cultural diversity. 

Moving towards making this knowledge and experience more explicit in order to 

look to their future role of working with language in the classroom.


	Answers to prompt questions from `pre-session task sheet` 

	Introduce `Colouring by Numbers` task

(20 minutes)


	In pairs students complete task
	To understand the processes of learning through a second or additional language.


	Handouts 

Colouring by numbers 2-6

	Give students information which will form a backdrop to their work with bilingual learners

(10 minutes)


	Reading information
	Students to inform themselves about definitions of EAL, understand the Ofsted framework and of the considerations when working with support staff
	Background information for trainees
Information and research case studies


	If it is available - Introduce video clip and related questions

Any similar video would be just as good a resource.

(20 minutes)
	Watch video

and make notes in response to questions
	To understand the processes of learning through a second or additional language and the teaching and learning strategies which support this.


	Video clip Task 

Related questions



	Give out the handouts on teaching and learning strategies

(10 minutes)
	Reading information
	To gain further information on the variety and extent of effective strategies
	10 separate documents on  ‘Teaching Strategies’

	Introduce the process of working with the above strategies in their own teaching

(20 minutes)
	In pairs plan a short activity using one or two of the strategies for their own teaching
	How to apply strategies in their own planning for working with EAL pupils in the classroom.
	Students own resources brought to the session.


Additional notes
A task –‘Colouring by Numbers’ numbered 2 to 6 – is included to make trainees aware of how different approaches can aid or hinder a learner being able to show what they can really do or understand, and to demonstrate what a teacher needs to provide to support learning. This is a useful exercise but will need some pre-session planning and the scanned documents may not download easily.

A sheet of suggestions from research may help to counter NotInMyBackYard arguments about beginner bilingual learners in mainstream classrooms. This can be done as a reading exercise but would be more effective if the sections were copied and cut into individual sections for the trainees to match. This will engage them more in the task and model an effective technique for learning, especially kinaesthetic learners.
It is helpful to have a look at school or borough data on bilingual learners so that trainees are aware of the variety of needs in each class. A page of case studies from one North London school is provided for use in schools which have few bilingual learners, but it is recommended that trainees have an opportunity to look at achievement data on a class they are teaching. This will require the session facilitator making sure the data is available in a spreadsheet. This information can be kept in mind when discussing techniques and strategies for accessing the curriculum.

A video clip of a lesson conducted in Hindi allows for BTs to identify the teaching strategies the teacher is using to ensure the pupils are engaged and learning even though the content is delivered in an unfamiliar language, from which the BTs can extract ideas for their own teaching. The video clip may not be easy to download and it may not appear on the final CD if the technology does not allow.

Activities: Post-session
A follow up to the session should be the explicit planning of a lesson with bilingual learners in mind, jointly planned with an EMA teacher or if not employed in the school, a more experienced teacher who has demonstrated effective practice in this area.  
1. Students to demonstrate their understanding of working with pupils with EAL in their subject through the lesson planning process ( ITE coordinator to monitor)

2. Students to explore their own cultural and linguistic identity and the impact of these on their role as a teacher (see language Autobiography task sheet)
Optional activity: Planning for Bilingual Learners (requires an additional session)
Aim: To apply some of the techniques learnt in the session to a piece of work which will be undertaken in about a fortnight from this session.

Resources needed:

· Trainees will need to be told to bring a piece of text or a task that they will be using in the next fortnight to the session so that they can collaboratively plan how they will tackle it using the techniques and ideas raised in the session.

· The facilitator should bring some photocopies in case the trainees don’t bring anything!

· Pens, paper.

Tasks:

· In pairs discuss what techniques could be used to help make the subject task accessible to bilingual learners.

· Refer to the resources on ‘planning for speaking, listening, reading and writing’ and on ‘DARTs’.

· Set a time to expand this lesson plan and teach it, reporting back to the group on how it went.

Key websites

EAL and Key Stage 3 Strategy Materials, official site for EMA teaching:
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/ ethnicminorities
The following websites have useful information and teaching activities for bilingual learners:

www.emaonline.org.uk

www.active.sln.org.uk.emau/links/htm

http://blss.portsmouth.sch.uk
http://www.naldic.org.uk/ittseal2/index.cfm
http://www.iteachilearn.com/cummins]

Standards

3.2.5   - demonstrate that with the help of an experienced teacher they can identify the levels of attainment of pupils learning English as an additional language. They begin to analyse the language demands and learning activities in order to provide cognitive challenge as well as language support.

Also:
1.1  1.3  1.6  2.4   3.1.1   3.1.3   3.1.4   3.3.1  3.3.5  3.3.6  3.3.8  3.3.13  3.3.14
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