10. How can we ensure our teaching supports pupils learning EAL? 

Before the lesson :

· Whenever possible, plan jointly with EMA staff.

· Plan for opportunities for pupils learning EAL to talk with and listen to their peers or the teacher to help develop their understanding of the key ideas of the lesson

· Plan the use of adult and pupil models of spoken English.

· Prepare questions so that there is a balance of open and closed questions.

· Plan which pupils will be targeted with particular questions.

· Provide ‘realia’ [real life products or objects] and other learning aids to support pupils’ visualisation of the key ideas.

· Identify the subject vocabulary related to the unit of work that is being planned.

· Display the key vocabulary, appropriately categorised to match the topic and lesson objectives. Review previously used vocabulary and new vocabulary in relevant contexts. Use visual definitions as far as possible to accompany the words.
· Provide clear explanations of the meaning of the key subject vocabulary but do not simplify the concepts – CLARIFY NOT SIMPLIFY! For example, provide a glossary to paste into books at the start of a unit of work.

During starter activities:
· Sit pupils learning EAL with a ‘buddy’ so that they can receive support from a partner if required. 

· Ask pupils to discuss something with a partner; encourage them to practise responses in pairs, using home or first languages where appropriate. Allow pupils time to rehearse any feedback to another pupil or an adult assistant.

· Encourage pupils learning EAL to join in the range of starters provided, either by responding to questions or providing feedback from their group. 

· Build in time for pupils learning EAL to think before responding. 

· Be explicit about using subject specific technical vocabulary and ensure that pupils also use this language 
· Explain the meanings of new words carefully and rehearse them several times; encourage their use in context during discussion sessions. 

· Use quick word games to reinforce key vocabulary.

During main teaching activities: 

· Organise the class to provide time with pupils learning EAL to probe their understanding and monitor their progress. 

· Check that pupils learning EAL understand safety procedures before starting any practical activity. 

· When assigned to the lesson, ensure the EMA teacher or teaching assistant effectively supports pupils learning EAL. 

· Ensure pupils learning EAL have the opportunity to work collaboratively in a range of groups and paired contexts e. .g. – with a pupil who shares the same first language when that is possible; e.g. - with pupils who are good role models for the subject as well as with pupils who provide good language models.

· Encourage discussion and cooperation between pupils.

· Build in time for pupils learning EAL to consolidate their use of the technical vocabulary of the subject
· Set explicit listening tasks. 

· Provide matching, grid or DARTs activities with some completed parts as a model.

· Ensure these are used for reading and thinking activities, not written tasks. 

· Encourage pupils to use dual-language dictionaries and to list their own definitions, in mother tongue as well as English
· Provide instructions and information in ways that combine visual presentation and short text.

· Support pupils learning EAL in recording a summary of what they have learned using scaffolds or writing frames, talk frames, word lists etc. appropriate to the nature of the task; avoid independent worksheet tasks that limit talk or enquiry work.

During plenaries :

· Summarise key facts and ideas. 

· Highlight subject specific technical vocabulary. 

· Differentiate questioning. 

· Encourage pupils learning EAL to present their work to the class and to talk about their conclusions and the learning strategies they have used.

· Encourage other pupils to ask pupils learning EAL questions and provide time for them to respond. 

· Ensure pupils learning EAL are provided with the necessary information and resources to complete their homework.

· Use opportunities to revise and consolidate new or key vocabulary.

· Use ‘sentence starters’ to encourage pupils to summarise what they have learned and record it.

· Provide scaffolds to help pupils learning EAL express what they have learned during the lesson and how they learned it.
[With thanks to Nick Brown, Secondary Schools EMA Consultant, Tower Hamlets 2004))
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