Activity 10
 Discuss in groups the following pupil perspectives:

Unfairness
· "Some teachers are racist - they are always putting black people's names on the board. . . ."*
· "When a white person shouts the teachers keep quiet, when a black person does the same they try to exclude them."*
· "A white person will believe white people, but not black people. If you put your hand up the teacher will chose the white person first. It makes me feel sad and angry (thought that in some cases, that is why pupils became disruptive)"*
· "My advice to a teacher is to teach every student equally. Sometimes you can be walking into a classroom and you have a jacket on and they tell you to take it off before the white kids."*
Stereotypes
· "Teachers are scared of what (they think) you can do. If I was angry with a teacher they get scared so they start to get more angry and punish me more, like."*
· "They're always pushing us into sport. When it comes to schoolwork they don't think you can do it and they don't give a damn about you. But when it comes to sport they love you." (MB 2001)
Racism
· "It's the way they speak to you, look at you, degrading you, putting you down. It's difficult to explain. It's more something you can feel, but can't describe. And you certainly won't be feeling that way about all white teachers." Brian (MB 2001)
· "One teacher told a black girl that she looked like a chimpanzee. She just walked out, and I thought "Good for you. You don't have to take that from him," and I was cursing him in my mind. He saw the look of anger on my face so he came up and tried to talk about my work, but I just stiffened and gave him a look which made it clear to him that I wanted him to keep away from me." Bryn (MB 2001)
Body Language 
· “When I’m told off, I can’t look a teacher in the eye, I don’t know why.” (Y11)*

· “I don’t bother myself.  They’re saying that I have to look them in the eye.  I have not got no relationship with you.  If there’s nothing between us – no relationship, why should I look you in the eye?” (Y11)*

· “I think they misread our body language.  When we’re talking to a teacher sometimes we move our hands more – Black people do that when they are talking and arguing.” (Y11)*

· “The way we move and argue a teacher might think that [the pupil] wants to hit him.  He might take it as a threat because you shut your book and stand up – because you got up.  It happens a lot in our school.” (Year 11)*

*Pupils interviewed by Caroline Shelley 2003

