Activity 4: Reflecting on  gender stereotypes

Gender Checklist

Here is a list of some of the behaviours we find pupils exhibiting in school.

· Disrupts in a loud and attention seeking way.

· Tries a variety of strategies to attract the teacher's attention.

· Takes great care to present work neatly and accurately.

· Does not overtly disrupt but withdraws and does the minimum work.

· Excessive criticism leads to a reduction in willingness to try.

· Is prepared to take risks and make intelligent guesses

· Prefers swotting at the last minute for exams to building up a portfolio of assessed work.

· Is anxious to get things right.

· Is easily drawn into the prevalent peer-group ethos.

· Puts up hand in response to a question even if they have not worked out the answer.

· Works quietly and methodically and gets on with tasks without demanding attention from the teacher.

· Likes to work in pairs or small groups as and enjoys working co-operatively.

· Enjoys tasks that involve ICT.

· Prefers reading fiction to non-fiction.

· Enjoys tasks that involve independent learning.

· Always checks work carefully before handing it in.

Which of these characteristics are more likely to be displayed by each gender? Are some of these behaviours displayed by both boys and girls?

