Assessment and Reporting Terminology

Familiarise yourself with this terminology. Add any other assessment and reporting terms you come across in your reading or discussion.

	criterion-referenced assessment
	Attempts to determine whether the learner has met pre-specified learning objectives.



	disapplication
	Arrangement for lifting part or all of the National Curriculum requirements for individuals or groups of pupils.



	formative assessment
	Provides information which can aid further progress, diagnose reasons for both good and poor performance, and target particular learning needs



	‘high order’ skills
	Skills which are harder to describe and identify, for example, applying knowledge to a new situation



	‘high stakes’ assessment
	Occurs when the result is considered important either for the learner or for the school



	ipsative or ‘value added’ assessment
	The learner’s performance is measured against the learner’s own previous levels of attainment.



	‘low order’ skills 
	Skills which are relatively straightforward to identify, for example, recall of facts



	‘low stakes’ assessment
	Is the informal, day-to-day assessment where the results may not be formally recorded



	normative assessment
	Assessment which is reported relative to a given population



	norm-referenced assessment
	Makes comparisons between a learner’s performance and the performance of other learners, either within a teaching group or more widely



	reliability
	Refers to the extent to which the assessment exercise is trustworthy in providing information about  pupils’ learning (would it give the same results if repeated?)



	summative assessment
	Measures and reports on pupils’ progress, as a ‘verdict’ on what has been achieved; it summarises achievement and occurs near the end of a piece of work



	validity
	Describes the extent to which the exercise assesses exactly what it is intended to assess.




