Making use of assessment data

Teachers have a wide range of data available to inform them about their pupils’ prior learning and achievement. Primary school data is sent to the secondary school as well as any formal national test data at key stage 2. Other test data include reading age scores and many schools use CATs scores ( Cognitive Ability Tests ) which are taken at the beginning of year 7 and test spatial, numerical and verbal reasoning which are thought to have relevance to a wider range of school subject areas.

Other school systems include MIDYIS (Middle years Information System), YELLIS ( Year 11 Information System) and RAISE ( Reporting and Analysis for Improvement through School Self Evaluation); the latter being a government published dataset.  Another system is the FFT (Fisher family Trust Dataset). All of these allow teachers to compare their pupils with pupils in national datasets. Some make comparisons against pupils on free school meals, gender differences, ethnicity, pupils with EAL or pupils with other characteristics. One of the aims of teachers using this data is to identify underperforming pupils and to tackle that underperformance. Another aim is  to predict pupils’ performance in future tests/examinations and to measure success. While this enables useful conversations to take place between pupil and teacher it also can be used to compare teacher performance and school performance.  So as well as being a formative tool using data can be an accountability tool raising anxiety and setting up comparison tables.
This assessment minefield varies from school to school. Student Teachers should become acquainted with the test scores utilised by the school and particularly how the scores can be used in classes taught by the Student Teacher.
Use of data can be problematic in that the data may have flaws or be overly complex and pupils who do not perform well may be written off. The best teachers have become adept at using the data with caution and to diagnose areas for further investigation and analysis.  It is likely that schools will continue to make (or be made to) use of data at increasingly sophisticated levels, aided by computer technology.
Further Reading

A very good government document ‘ Releasing Potential, Raising Attainment: Managing Data in Secondary Schools’ ( DfES 2002) London: DfES  describes data management in schools for those wishing to read further. Overview = Data management is an essential part of the school improvement process, providing answers to important questions regarding effectiveness. This booklet aims to give practical guidance in how schools can establish effective management information systems, and test their systems against the minimum requirements for pupil performance data management.
